Make a Joomla Template
in 5 Easy Steps

A Beginners Guide

By Gary Reid
http://clubtvk.com



http://clubtvk.com/

Copyright © 2006 Gary Reid. All Rights Reserved.
No part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever without written permission.
Please see the license in Appendix 5 of this book.

Published 2006 by Gary Reid
in the United Kingdom

http://garyreid.co.uk
Phone +44 (0)141 530 8654 « Email gary@garyreid.co.uk

Copyright Info
The copyright of thiswork belongsto Gary Reid, who is solely responsible for the
content. Please direct content feedback or permissions to gary @garyreid.co.uk.

The moral right of the author has been asserted.



Contents

Chapter 1: INtrOAUCHION. ... bbb s 1
WHO'S ThIS FOLP ...ttt ettt 1
What YOu WL INEEd .....cviiiiiiiiiiiii s 2
PrEambIe. ... 2
IMPOTtant STUFLT .....coiiiiiii e s 2

Chapter 2: The Basics of a Joomla Template.........ccccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic s 3
The INAEX.PRP fIlE .. 3
The templateDetails. XM fIle ..o 4
The IMages FOLACT .....viviiiiiiiicii bbb 5
The €58/ teMPlate_CSS.CS fIIE ...uiuuiuimiiiiiiciciiiie et 5

Chapter 3: Step One - Grab the Raw Material..........cccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccceeese s 7

Chapter 4: Step Two — Make a Home for our Template ... 9

Chapter 5: Step Three — Create Ourt First Layout ... 12
IMEEIIUS ottt bbbt b e 12

MAIN IMLENU 1.ttt 12

TOP MENUL.etiiiiiiii bbb bbb 12

USEE IMENU ...ttt bbb bbbt 13

Oher MENU...uiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieieieteieieieiete ettt b bbb b bbb enenesens 13
PAtRIWAY 1tttk bbb bbbt eaene 13
LLOGIN .t b bbb 13
SEALCH BOX ot 13
MAIN CONEENL ittt bbb bbb bbbt b b 13
BaANNEIS oottt 14
INEWSEIASR ... s 14
POPUIAL .t b e 14
SYIAICALE ...ttt 14
WHO™S ONINEC....cuiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt 14
POIPS bbb bbbt 15
ReEIAted TEEMIS ...t 15
Random IMAZE ......ccuiiiiiiiiiiiiii s 15
TLAtEST INEWS 1.ttt 15
Roundup Of the MOUIES.........couiiiiiiiiiciieec e 15
TLAYOUL 1ot bbb 16
The Layout SKEtCh ......c.iiiiiiiiiiiiicc s 18
The HTML ..o st bbb 20

Chapter 6: Step Four — Adjust The Style SHEet ... 33
ThE SItE NAMIC ..ottt 33
The TOP IMENU ..ot 36
The Search BOX ..o 39
Login Box, Popular, Latest INEWS......cccccviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccie sttt 40
The PAthiway .....c.oviiiiiiiici s 43
The Main Body ALEa ... 44
Bits and PIECES....viiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic s 47
The OPtioNal SECHOMN ....ciiiiiiii s as st 49
W3 VAIAATON ...t bbbt 52

Chapter 7: Step Five — Package The template.........ccccciuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicsssensssnen 53



Chapter 8: Two Column and Three Column Template.........ccccvviiviiiininiiiiiic e 59

Chapter 9: Advanced TechnIqUES .......ccciiiiiiiiiiiiic s 67
AAAING @ LLOGO ..t 69
Complex JOOMIa TAGS ..o 70

Chapter 10: The CIUDTVE TeMPIALE.....c.cveviiriiiriiiiiiiiiieccee et 72
Step 1 Grab The Raw Material.........ccoviviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii s 72
Step 2 Make a Home for the Template .......ccoceiiiviiiiiiniiiiiiiicecessee s sesses 72
SEEP 3 LLAYOUL ..ttt 72
Step 4 The StYle SREET ...t 76
Step 5 Package The Template ... s 81
THE B 81

Chapter 10: AbOut Gary REld ... 82

APPendix 1: JOOMIA TAZS ...cucuuiiiiiiiiiiiiciiir bbbt 84
Joomla Head Tag.......ccccviiiiiiiiiiiiiiic s 84
JOOMIA FOOEL TAG ..ottt 84
JOOMIA TAGS . 84
Joomla Pathway Tag ......ccvuiiiiiiiiiiicc e 84
Joomla Main Body Tag.......cccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiici s 84
Joomla Site NAME TAG.....c.cuiiiiiiiiiiiiiic bbb 84
Joomla Site Path Tag .....cccooiiiiiiiiiiiii e 84
Joomla Template Path Tag .......cccccociiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 85
Joomla Tags With SWItChES ......ccviiiiiiiiiiii s 85

Appendix 2: Duffer] HTML .....c.ccoiiiiiicc s sannas 86

Appendix 3: Duffer] templateDetails.Xml.......ccoiiiiiiniiiiiiieiceceee s 87

Appendix 4: Additional RESOULCES ......ouviiiiriiiiiiiiiccc e 88

Appendix 5: E-Book LICeNse AQIEEMENT .....ccuiiiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiciisssciessse s ssssssess s sssssesns 89

Appendix 6: ClubTVK templateDetails.Xml .....c.ccccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiesie s 90

Appendix 7: CIubTVEK INEX.PhP ..o 91



INTRODUCTION

Chapter 1: Introduction

I'm Gary Reid, I run a few Internet based companies and they all use Joomla.
http://theventurekit.com which provides free Joomla templates, http://combtail.com
which provides web consultancy and design and http://m.utiny.com which provides blog
hosting.

I’m no designer, but having locked my designers in a small darkened room I decided to go
through the absolute easiest way to create a template for Joomla. It’s not perfect and it’s not
neat and tidy, but it does the job. I had to lock them up to stop them leaning over my
shoulder and saying ‘actually you should do it like this’. Their way is good, but not so easy
for us beginners to get a handle on.

You want it simple? Well, it doesn’t get much simpler than this. I get a lot of emails
through The Venture Kit asking about a ‘how to’ guide for templates so decided to sit
down and write it.

I’'m not going to expect you to know anything about design or html, in fact it’s a pre-
requisite to be a complete beginner to use this book. If you are a design expert put it down
now!

I think you will find it an enjoyable journey, we’ll create three templates a single column,
two column and three columns so you should have a good working knowledge of the
Joomla template system when we are done.

My wife just pointed out ‘what if someone writes 4 steps to make a template’. Hmm hadn’t

thought of that!

Anyway, enough of this introduction stuff, let’s get onto the good stuff, let’s get hacking.

Who’s This For?

This guide is for absolute beginners, duffers, people like you and me who have no design
training but need to get a design that looks good enough to unleash upon the world.

It’s not about graphics, because trust me layout, clarity and usability are much more
important.

So, you don’t need to learn any graphics for this to work. If you have just installed Joomla,
taken a look at the templates and thought ‘nothing quite right for me here’ then this book
should help.


http://theventurekit.com/
http://combtail.com/
http://m.utiny.com/

INTRODUCTION

What You Will Need

Obviously you’ll need Joomla installed on your website. This book has been based upon
Joomla version 1.0.8. But the details will work well with any of the 1.0.x versions and unless
the Joomla guys go mad should work on all future versions. You will also need a HTML
editor, although we use DreamWeaver here I realise this costs a few hundred dollars so 1
got hold of PHP Designer 2000, it’s free. So, if you don’t already have a HTML editor go

get your copy now.

Get hold of it from here http://www.mpsoftware.dk/phpdesigner.php. This piece of
software is just a touch more reliable to use than say notepad.

Finally you will need FTIP access to your Joomla install and an FTP program to
upload/download files. You can grab hold of a free FTP program from here
http:/ /www.coffeecup.com/ free-ftp

Preamble

Before we get into the actual work I want to point out to all W3C people that we are going
to use tables for layouts not DIV’s. The reason for this is that Joomla is XHTML
Transitional anyway, in other words Joomla uses tables for modules, so we couldn’t use
strict. Plus it’s just damn plain easier for us normal folk to use a table.

Important Stuff!

Throughout the book we’ll be using bits of PHP code and HTML, you can try and just type
it in straight from the book, but just cut and paste for the best results, I have put all of the
code into appendices to make it easier. Other files can be grabbed from the
http://clubtvk.com downloads section. You’ll have access to this if you bought this e-book

Hopefully cutting and pasting the PHP bits from this e-book will cut down on mistakes
that can happen when trying to type this stuff in.


http://www.mpsoftware.dk/phpdesigner.php
http://clubtvk.com/
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Chapter 2: The Basics of a Joomla Template

Before we get into actually making the template it’s probably worth getting an
understanding of the template system Joomla uses.

In fact it’s quite simple, lets examine the rhuk_solarflare ii template that is shipped as
standard with Joomla.

If you FTP into your Joomla powered site you will see a folder called ‘Zemzplates’ go into this
tfolder and you will see another folder called ‘7huk_solarflare_i7 inside this folder you will find
the template files.

Let’s take a look at each of the important files we will work with today.

The index.php file

This file is the wire frame of your template. It holds the information that allows Joomla to
create the layout for your site. If you look in your Joomla administrator section under
“modules > site modules’ you will see each module has a position, as shown below.

ﬂModule Manager [ Site | L

# [] Module Hame Published Reorder Order a Access Position
1 [] Banners 4 i__'l___! Pukblic banner
2 [ MainMenu =) v 1| Public left
3 [ Sponszored Links F 4 a ¥ i:_-E-_:! Public left
4 [ TagCloud ) a ¥ T | Puklic et
5 [ who's Oniine “ & 9 [ 4 | Pusic left
& [ Lagin Farm = a v 5 | Public let
7 [ Subscrice i< a ¥ [ & | Public left
& [] Userhenu =} @ ¥ 7 | Registered left
9 [ Popular Dovenloads = a Vv i___S___! Puiklic: le:ft
10 [] Most downloaded X a W 0| Pukblic left
11 [ Syndicate <] a ¢ [ 1| Public et
12 [ Statistics a ¥ 2 | Public left

Using index.php we set the positions that Joomla can use for modules and the main body
text. We will do this using some PHP code, but I will be giving you all of the PHP code to
cut and paste into this file, you don’t really need to understand what it does other than act
as a placeholder for your modules.
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The templateDetails.xml file

This file is used by Joomla when installing the template from the administrator panel. It
looks like this:

templateDetails.xml

<?xml version=""1.0" encoding=""i1s0-8859-1"7>
<mosinstall type="template" version="1.0.0">
<name>rhuk_solarflare_ii</name>
<creationDate>10/20/05</creationDate>
<author>rhuk</author>
<copyright>GNU/GPL</copyright>
<authorEmai I>rhuk@jamboworks</authorEmai >
<authorUrl>http://www. jamboworks.com</authorUrl>
<version>2.2</version>
<description>SolarFlare Il is a simple and stylish template. The clean
design of this template makes it very lightweight and fast. This is a
significatn upgrade for the original SolarFlare template in that is has a
completely revised layout that uses an alternate box model hack that makes
it easier to modify. Also a table has been introduced in the main content
area that better constricts layout causing less problems with "problematic*
components. New headers and menu elements give this template a "fresher”
look.</description>
<files>
<filename>index.php</Ffilename>
<filename>template_ thumbnail.png</filename>
</files>
<images>
<filename>images/advertisement.png</filename>
<filename>images/arrow.png</filename>
<filename>images/button_bg.png</filename>
<filename>images/contenthead.png</filename>
<filename>images/indentl.png</filename>
<filename>images/indent2.png</filename>
<filename>images/indent3.png</filename>
<filename>images/indent4.png</filename>
<filename>images/header_short. jpg</filename>
<filename>images/menu_bg.png</filename>
<filename>images/powered_by.png</filename>
<filename>images/spacer .png</filename>
<filename>images/subhead_bg.png</filename>
<filename>images/title_back.png</filename>
</images>
<css>
<filename>css/template_css.css</filename>
</css>
</mosinstal >

It contains information about the actual template, it’s name, author, version and the
graphics files associated with the template.
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If you take a look at Figure 3 below you can see how Joomla uses information in this file to
tell you about the template.

The Yenture Kit Free Joomla Templates [ com_templates ‘GJ ‘-Jj \,_Ea \_,S-’ ,';, [_,..-—l n

Default Azsign Delete Edit HTML = Eclit C55 ey Help
Failed
m Template Manager [ Site | Preview Template
-
# Hame Default Assigned Author Version Date Author URL

Al @ j=_SIFRSTAIN JoomlaShack 1.0 hittg: Pheesiewe joomlashack .com

2 O blue_enercy lvo Apostoloy 1.0x 04 .01 2005 sy JOomla-kbg com

g; O gary Gary Reid 123 2912 2005 hittg: P theventurekit.com

4 O gary2 Gary Reid 1.0 2912 2005 hittp: heesnene theventurekit.com

5 O gary3 Gary Reid 1.0 29 12 2005 hittp: Mhaesnenne theventurekit.com

5 O garyd Gary Reid 1.0 2912 2003 hittg: Moo theventurekit.com

Figure 1 Template Details

Although we won’t be using the administrator panel to install our templates I will detail
how you can package your template so you can share it with friends later in the book.

The images folder

As the name suggests this folder contains all of the images used in your template. We will
be using a couple of images and this is where we will be putting them. The vast majority of
the images we will use are already in the standard template.

The css/template_css.css file

This is a cascading style sheet and is used to apply a theme to your template. It sets the
tfont, colours and various other elements for the template. The reason a CSS file is used is
to separate these factors from other parts of the documents layout. You don’t need any

CSS knowledge as I will step you through the basics you will need to understand the Joomla
CSS file.

These are the only files we will be looking at today and with these we can build a really
unique template easily. So, let’s get started with step one.



